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Book Reviews 121 

The New World. By G. Murray Atkin. New York. Thomas Y. Crowell 
Company. 1921. Pp. 285. 

The New World is a novel in pastel. In a dedication of some 
seventy words to an initialed honoree the author declares himself 
"one of those for whom character exists much more forcibly than 
action", and yet his characters have slight reality. Dante Ricci 
(a romantic name for an Englishman) comes upon the scene ac- 
companied by sympathetic expressions of nature — "The wind 
whistled down the chimney and the rain ran down the face of the 
old stone house on the night that Dante was born" — and no par- 
ticular expression of appreciation on the part of humanity. The 
book brings in later a fairly attractive heroine, Margherita, and 
her husband, Gabriele Borghese, the inactive villain of the piece. 
Payton, Ricci's lifelong friend, is perhaps the most alive of the 
pasteboard people in the book, being more interested in his busi- 
ness than in his psyche. Neither dialogue nor action is continu- 
ous, yet Dante's sublimated emotions and artistic temperament 
are supposed to lift him to success in art. He acquires some 
reputation as a thinker, and his celebrated book is his last word 
(as it were) to Margherita. 

In brief, this effort, earnest as it is, lacks both structural ade- 
quacy and the driving power of imagination. 



The Big Muskeg. By Victor Rousseau. Cincinnati : Stewart Kidd 
Company. 1921 Pp. 302. 

This is a story of achievement — an engineering feat carried out 
by the hero, Wilton Carruthers, in the face of great obstacles of 
nature and the machinations of a whole group of heavy villains, 
headed by one Bovvyer, who stops at nothing. The plot is stir- 
ring, there is plenty of action, and the dialogue, while common- 
place, is natural. Molly is the typical heroine of the story of the 
North, and her friend Kitty, also in love with Carruthers, is typi- 
cal, too, but rather weak. If there were not already in print so 
many books that convey about the same impression as this one, it 
would be more interesting. It has all that is required by the slap- 
dash story of adventure and challenges no more effort on the part 
of the reader than a moving-picture scenario does of its audience. 



